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Business meeting. 

Reports: 
Secretary-treasurer. 
Standing committees. 
Special committees. 

Election. 

The Executive Board of the A. L. A. 
will meet on Thursday evening, December 
28. 

The A. L. A. Publishing Board will meet 
at a time to be decided later. 

The Association of American Library 
Schools will meet on Saturday, December 
30, both morning and afternoon and mem- 
bers will lunch together on that day. 

The university librarians and the col- 
lege librarians will have their usual in- 
formal round tables, the latter on Satur- 
day morning and afternoon, December 30. 
Dates for the former are not yet definitely 
settled. 

The Bibliographical Society of America 
will meet on Thursday afternoon, the 28th, 
and the Council of the Bibliographical 
Society on Friday afternoon, the 29th. 

All of these meetings will be held at the 
Hotel La Salle. 

The Chicago Library Club will entertain 
visiting librarians and their friends on 
Friday evening, December 29, at the Hotel 
La Salle, and all are cordially invited. 

Those having charge of any meetings not 
here referred to should make arrange- 
ments for suitable rooms either direct 
with the management of the Hotel La 
Salle, or through the secretary of the 
A. L. A. 



CONCERNING BRANCH LIBRARIES 

An Analysis and Tabulation 

By W. Dawson Johnston, 

Librarian St. Paul Public Library 

In May the following questions were 
sent out by the secretary of the American 
Library Association to the 59 libraries 
which, on their A. L. A. statistical form, 
reported branches: How many of your 
branch library buildings are owned by the 
library? What was the total cost of those 
t uildings (exclusive of grounds) ? 

The results of the inquiry prove nothing 
as to the importance of separate library 
buildings compared with branches in 
schools or other public buildings. They 
do, however, suggest requirements as to 
number of buildings and cost which should 
be looked upon as minimum in communi- 
ties in which the public* schools are not 
built for community library service. 

Out of 59 reporting library branches, 38 
reported one or more branch buildings 
owned by the library. The total number 
of buildings is 174; the total cost of them 
$5,926,188.32. 

Of 8 cities having over 500,000 popula- 
tion according to the census of 1910, 5 re- 
port branch buildings; of 11 cities having 
from 250,000 to 500,000 population -5 re- 
port branch buildings; of 31 cities having 
from 100,000 to 250,000, 12 report branch 
buildings; and 59 cities having from 50,000 
to 100,000 population, 8 report branch 
buildings. 
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Average cost per building $34,058.00 $52,967.00 $33,237.00 $25,915.00 $29,393.00 

Average cost per capita .60 .89 .61 .56 .60 

No. of buildings per capita, 1 to each 60,182 59,393 54,197 50,648 49,057 

No. of buildings per acre, 1 to every 11,745 17,840 36,763 54,925 



State and town Population, 1910 Area, Acres 

Alabama: 

Birmingham 132,685 455,334.4 

California: 

Oakland 150,174 29,248 



Branch Buildings Total Cost 

3 $ 30,000.00 

4 140,000.00 
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Colorado: 

Denver 245,523 

District of Columbia: 

Washington 331,069 

Georgia: 

Atlanta 154,839 

Indiana: 

Gary 16,802 

Kenutcky: 

Louisville 223,928 

Louisiana: 

New Orleans 348,109 

Maryland : 

Baltimore 558,485 

Massachusetts: 

Boston 670,585 

Brookline 27,792 

Lynn 89,336 

Salem 43,697 

Somerville 77,236 

Worcester 145,986 

Michigan: 

Grand Rapids 112,571 

Minnesota: 

Duluth 78,466 

St. Paul 214,744 

Missouri: 

Kansas City 248,381 

New Hampshire: 

Laconia 10,183 

New Jersey: 

Camden 94,538 

Montclair 21,550 

Passaic 54,773 

New York: 

Brooklyn 1,634,351 

Jamaica 284,041 

Ohio: 

Cincinnati 363,591 

Cleveland 639,431 

Oregon: 

Portland 207,214 

Pennsylvania: 

Philadelphia 1,549,008 

Pittsburgh 533,905 

Scranton 129,867 

Rhode Island: 

Providence 224,326 

Tennessee: 

Nashville 110,364 

Texas: 

Dallas 92,104 

Virginia: 

Norfolk 67,452 

Washington: 

Seattle 237,194 

Tacoma 83,743 

Ontario: 

Toronto 376,240 
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